
Oppose All Cuts - Defend Jobs and Services 

Our Councillors Do Have a Choice 

Con-Dem-Ed to Cuts 
The Conservative/Liberal Democrat 

coalition government is hell bent on a full 

on attack on the living standards of ordinary 

people. Savage cuts to public services and 

benefits, alongside rising VAT and a future 

of unemployment for many. Unfortunately, 

Labour before the general election 

promised similar cuts and ‘Red’ Ed has 

spent more time attacking trade unionists 

that want to fight against the cuts rather 

than the coalition. We need a fighting 

alternative that is prepared to stand up for 

ordinary working people. We haven’t 

caused this crisis or the deficit and we 

shouldn’t be expected to pay for it either. 

Vote X 
P&P by Mick Griffiths, 

21 Westfield View, 

Wakefield, WF1 3RU 

Make the Bankers Pay 
£1.2 trillion of public money was used to 

underwrite the very bankers who caused 

this crisis… and they still get massive 

bonuses, this year sharing a pot of around 

£7bn! At the same time corporation tax has 

been lowered, but even with that large 

corporations still avoid and evade tax to 

the tune of £120bn, enough to cancel the 

deficit. Yet the government is cutting jobs 

in the Inland Revenue including a special 

department that deals with the 

government’s rich tax avoiding friends. 

Come to our public meeting: 

Tuesday 26th April - 7.30pm 

Black Rock, Cross Square, Wakefield 

Standing in Wakefield East ward 

Fight Wakefield Council Cuts 
Wakefield Council unanimously accepted 65 million 

worth of central government imposed cuts. Not even 

one solitary councillor voted to oppose the cuts.  

On top of this the new labour council has gone even 

further through its decision to become a so called 

'catalyst council'. The council is actively implementing 

the Con-Dem coalitions policy of offering up our 

public services to alternative providers. It is our view 

that councillors were not elected to do the Tories 

dirty work. Read about our alternative strategy to 

defend jobs and services in Wakefield overleaf. 

Trade Unionists and 

Socialists Against Cuts 

Mick has been a Trade 

Union representative for 

28 years. He headed the 

campaign against the 

privately financed 

Pinderfields hospital 

redevelopment plans. 

The Tories invented the privately financed initiative 

(PFI). Labour continued with it and now the people of 

Wakefield face paying 4 to 5 times more than a 

publicly funded scheme. This money will simply go to 

line the pockets of the private sector. 

 The Governments latest health services reform 

proposals will lead ultimately to the end of the 

National Health Service as we know it. We say no to 

profiting from illness and will be pressing for a public 

referendum to oppose the destruction of our NHS.  

Our Candidate in 

this election - 

Mick Griffiths 



How Can Councils Defeat the Cuts? 
Up and down the country councils and councillors have been complaining about the viciousness of the 

cuts, but then going ahead in their council chambers and implementing the savage coalition cuts on a 

local basis whilst shedding crocodile tears for those they are supposed to be representing. They claim 

there is no alternative, but councils have been able to successfully resist cuts in the past. 

In Liverpool in 1983-7, a Labour council (led by Militant, forerunner of the Socialist Party) defied the 

government and demanded back £30m which the government had stolen from the city in funding cuts 

over the years. They appealed to the population of the city to support them and organised a mass 

campaign including huge demonstrations and a city-wide one day strike to force the government to 

concede. The money won was then used to build new housing, leisure centres, colleges, crèches as well 

as providing thousands of jobs in the city. 

A council that took such a stand today, would receive massive support from ordinary people compared to 

the disdain that most people hold politicians in today. Councils could, for example, use their reserves 

which often run into tens of millions of pounds to ‘buy time’ to build such a campaign. They could also 

use their scrutiny powers to call into question government cuts to other local services. Finally local 

councils should give full backing and support to trade unionists who take industrial action against cuts.  

Even just one council that took such a stand would shake this arrogant government of cutters. 

Find out more - visit www.socialist party.org.uk or www.tusc.org.uk 

Join the socialists - text JOIN plus your name and postcode to 07984 027754 or e-mail join@socialistparty.org.uk 

The Trade Unionist and Socialist 

Coalition (TUSC) was established in 

early 2010 to enable trade unionists, socialist and 

community campaigners to come together to stand 

candidates in elections to provide a fighting alternative to 

the mainstream parties. 

The Socialist Party helped to initiate TUSC which is 

supported by leading militant trade unionists such as Bob 

Crow, RMT General Secretary, as well as other socialist 

groups and trade unionists, which will hopefully mark an 

important step towards a mass party to represent ordinary 

workers. 

The Socialist Party argues for more than just fighting the cuts. As long as capitalism exists working people 

will face a future of uncertainly. What we gain today, the bosses will try to take back tomorrow as they 

are doing with the NHS. We need an alternative way of running society, a socialist society, based on 

meeting the needs of the many by planning production in that direction rather than making profits for a 

few at the top. To do this we need to take the banks and the other monopolies that dominate our 

economy into public ownership and run them democratically. The Socialist Party is made up of ordinary 

people like you, so if you agree then join us in the struggle for socialism. 

What is TUSC? 

Join the Socialists! 


